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2025 International Student Tax Workshop
Agenda

• Determining your Status

• Complete your Sprintax Profile

• Filing your Annual Tax Return

• Frequently Asked Questions

• Q & A



2025 International Student Tax Workshop
Meet your Tax Team

 Sonia Singh – Managing Director

 Krystle Bransky – Tax Director

 Erin Masagila –Senior Financial & Tax Reporting Analyst

 Uma Srinivasan - Senior Tax Accountant



2025 International Student Tax Workshop

GW Tax Filing Support and Resources

How GW Supports You:
• Provide tax forms for 

university payments.
• Partnering with 

Sprintax for tax 
compliance & filing 
assistance.

• Provide guidance for 
GW payments only.

What You Need to Do:
• Make sure you address 

and immigration status 
is updated

• Collect all tax 
documents are before 
filing (W2, 1042-S, etc.)

• File federal + state taxes 
on time (April 15th)



Determining your Status



2025 International Student Tax Workshop

Resident & Non-resident Status

For more information, review the IRS U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens & Sprintax blog.

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-519
https://blog.sprintax.com/substantial-presence-test/


Complete your Sprintax Profile



2025 International Student Tax Workshop

What do I need?

✔ Passport
✔ Visa
✔ I-20 or DS-2019
✔ I-94 – I-94 Full Travel History
✔ ITIN or SSN, if you worked



2025 International Student Tax Workshop

Understanding Compensation

💰💰 Stipends → taxable (withholding required for 
nonresidents, unless a tax treaty applies)

💼💼Working on campus → wages = taxable (unless 
a tax treaty applies)

📚📚 Scholarship for tuition → not taxable

🏡🏡 Scholarship for living costs → taxable (unless a 
tax treaty applies)

For more information, review the IRS U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens.

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/international-businesses/united-states-income-tax-treaties-a-to-z
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/international-businesses/united-states-income-tax-treaties-a-to-z
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/international-businesses/united-states-income-tax-treaties-a-to-z
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-519


2025 International Student Tax Workshop

Understanding Compensation 

Tax Treaty Tips
• Some countries have tax treaties with the U.S. that 

can reduce or exempt certain kinds of income from 
taxes. 

• If wages aren’t fully exempt → taxes will be 
withheld.

• W-2: For taxable wages.
• 1042-S: For treaty-exempt income.
• To claim a treaty → usually need Form 8233/W-9 + 

country-specific statement.

For more information, review the IRS U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens.

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-519


2025 International Student Tax Workshop

Social Security and Medicare Taxes (FICA)

Exemptions for Nonresident Aliens:
• Most international students do not pay 

these taxes. (F-1, J-1, M-1, Q-1 )
• If they appear on your paycheck, you can 

request a refund, if applicable.
• Note: You must have a complete Sprintax 

Calculus tax profile to claim a FICA refund.

For more information, review the IRS U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens.

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-519


Filing your Annual Tax Return



2025 International Student Tax Workshop

Annual Tax Return

File Form 1040 (Residents) or 1040-NR (Non-residents) by
April 15, 2026

(October 15th with filed Extension)

File Form 8843 (Non-residents) by
June 15, 2026 

Please consult your Income tax advisor or Sprintax RETURNS.  The Tax Department does 
not provide guidance on personal income tax matters.

For more information, review the IRS U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens.

If you have questions, reach out to Sprintax Returns, using the live chat feature or email 
them at hello@sprintax.com.

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-519
https://taxprep.sprintax.com/george-washington-university
mailto:hello@sprintax.com


2025 International Student Tax Workshop

Sprintax Returns

Sprintax Returns

• GW gives you an access code 

for free federal filing (1040-NR 

& 8843); enter access code in 

the “review your order” section

• Sprintax helps create your 

forms

• Use Sprintax chat for questions 

or email hello@sprintax.com

https://taxprep.sprintax.com/george-washington-university
mailto:hello@sprintax.com


2025 International Student Tax Workshop

WHAT IF…?
Scenario: 

Where is my 1042-S?

Check your Sprintax Calculus tax 
profile.

Scenario:
Moved to a new Apartment?

Update Sprintax Calculus + email GW 
Tax

Scenario: 
Extended your I20?

Update Sprintax Calculus + email GW 
Tax

For more information, review our FAQs!

Scenario: 
Didn’t received your W2?

Don’t worry – email your employer or 
GW Payroll Office (only if GW is your 
employer).

https://calculus.sprintax.com/
https://taxdepartment.gwu.edu/frequently-asked-questions-international-students-and-scholars
https://hr.gwu.edu/accessing-form-w-2


Let’s check in on what you learned!



2025 International Student Tax Workshop

FAQ’s

What if I filed wrong?

It’s okay – you can fix it!  
Sprintax can help!

Do I need a SSN?

Only if you work.  Otherwise, 
an ITIN is enough.

Do I need to file taxes?

YES!  All international students 
must file at least one form.

Am I Exempt from FICA 
taxes?

Most F-1 students are FICA-exempt 
for 5 years, and sometimes longer if 
enrolled half-time.

For more information, review our FAQs!

https://taxdepartment.gwu.edu/frequently-asked-questions-international-students-and-scholars


2025 International Student Tax Workshop

Sprintax Returns Discount Code

Email Tax@gwu.edu
for discount code

If you have questions, reach out to Sprintax Returns, using the live chat feature 
or email them at hello@sprintax.com.

mailto:Tax@gwu.edu
https://taxprep.sprintax.com/george-washington-university
mailto:hello@sprintax.com


2025 International Student Tax Workshop

For More Information

Questions - Contact the Tax Department at or tax@gwu.edu

Please give us your GWID and mention Tax filing question on the 
subject line of your email.

mailto:tax@gwu.edu
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