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Effective January 1, 2026, the Fairfax County Food and Beverage Tax is imposed at a rate of 4%
on the total cost of food and beverages sold as meals by restaurants, caterers, and other
designated establishments within Fairfax County.

Please note that exemption from Virginia state sales tax does not automatically exempt a
nonprofit organization from the Fairfax County Food and Beverage Tax. In general, the tax
applies regardless of a purchaser's nonprofit or tax-exempt status. An exception may apply to
food and beverages purchased and consumed by federal, state, or local government entities,
including Virginia state universities and other institutions of higher education that are part of the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

The George Washington University (GWU) is a private, independent, federally chartered
university and is not a political subdivision of either the Commonwealth of Virginia or the
United States government. Therefore, GWU does not qualify for the government exemption and
remains subject to the Fairfax County Food and Beverage Tax.

Additional information is available on the Fairfax County Tax Administration website:
https://www fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/node/421?auHash=tlc X TnxtTvSDAzPJskslAjEiRMfgpoig7
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